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Happy St. Patrick's Day
Hope your find a Four Leaf Clover!

From the President
Dear Collector,
2015 is off to a great start with some wonderful new pieces of Belleek created just for you. I'm sure you will love some of the new pieces.
Fergus Cleary, Belleek Head of Design, has written a great article
on the Railway at Belleek and its role in opening up our little section of
North West Ireland. Indeed Belleek Pottery benefited greatly in the latter
part of the 1800's.
QVC on its St. Patrick's Day show, has some Limited Editions and
a very unusual shaped Belleek basket. All a must-see!
A very rare Children's Toy Tea Set is also featured, from the authors
Tony Fox and Bev Marvell, from their 2013 book Belleek Black Mark
Tea Ware.
A very Happy St. Patrick's Day to you and may you get to drown
your shamrock in the beverage of your choice! Like wise we will see two
more holidays before you get to read the summer issue of the Belleek
Collector. So I also wish you A Happy Easter, and to the moms, Happy
Mothers Day (March Ire/UK; May USA).
Health and Long Life to you.
Angela
President, Belleek Collectors International Society

The Belleek Collectors International Society.
Belleek Pottery,
Main Street, Belleek,
Co. Fermanagh, BT93 3FY N. Ireland
[e-mail collector@belleek.ie]
The Four Leaf Clover has always been associated in Ireland as being a
symbol of luck. The shamrock is also rich in symbolism being the emblem
of St. Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland. We wanted to share Shamrocks
with this St. Patrick's Day and a four leaf clover.
This basket is expertly hand crafted by Belleek basket makers and is a
unique shamrock shape.
Produced at various times over the years this little baskets remains ever
popular. This latest version is more unusual, it is adorned with two quaint
hand painted shamrocks and a four leaf clover!
Did you know ... SHAMROCK VERSUS CLOVER?
The shamrock refers to the young sprigs of clover or trefoil. It is known
as a symbol of Ireland, with St. Patrick having used it as a metaphor for the
Christian Trinity, according to legend.
The name shamrock is derived from Irish seamróg, which is the diminutive version of the Irish word for clover (seamair) meaning simply "little
clover" or "young clover".
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Updates from
Belleek Pottery
Patricia McCauley, Manager, Belleek
Visitor Centre, tells us, "We are currently
in the planning stages for a summer event
at the Pottery this year. Hot off the press
- it will be on June 17th beginning at
11am GMT". If any of our members are
planning to be in Ireland on that date, be
sure and let Patricia know. Her contact is
patricia@belleek.ie
Patricia would be delighted to have
you visit the Pottery on June 17th, where
tours, and an opportunity to hand paint a
piece will be available. Members of the
Northern Ireland Chapter and the UK
Collectors Club will also be there, so it will
be lovely to mingle. Still in the planning
stage is the possibility of the two chapter
meeting up either the same evening or
the next (June 18th) at the Killihelvin in
Enniskillen. Be sure and check in with
Patricia and she will give you full details
when they are confirmed.
Remember, at Belleek Pottery, we
consider our collectors to be family so
its always good to welcome you home.

Four Leaf Clover
Basket

New From Belleek for 2015
2015 Orchard Annual Basket

This beautifully shaped and handled Orchard Annual Basket
2015 is inspired by the orchard and the natural stages of the apple
tree through the Seasons. Apple trees grow particularly well in Ireland
and in fact the County of Armagh is often referred to as "the orchard
of Erin's green land".
The Belleek Orchard Basket features beautifully hand crafted and
hand painted apple blossom flowers, butterflies and ripening apples.
A very beautiful piece in form and decoration. The basket collector
will love this one! This piece is limited edition- only 158 will ever
be made at the Pottery.

Tara Dish - Cead Mile Failte

The Culmore Pitcher

Celtic Lace Vase

In the past Culmore Point was a
very strategic place on the River Foyle
where the river narrowed before opening into the expanse of Lough Foyle. Sir
Henry Docwra built a fort here in the
early 17th Century. Later that century
during the Siege of Derry, a ship called
the Mountjoy broke a boom placed
across the river here, thus relieving the
city from siege.

The Celtic Lace Vase is
the Edition Piece 2015 and
matches the 2014 Edition
Piece, the Celtic Lace Pitcher.

The area is truly scenic with
wildflowers growing profusely on
the Culmore headland. These wildflowers including Anemones inspired
Catherine Townshend to design this
wonderful Heritage piece for 2015,
the Culmore Pitcher. This Pitcher has
a capacity of 15fl oz. It is individually
numbered up to 300 and in addition, it
also has a special stamp denoting the
year of its introduction.
It is third in the Culmore Series
and a perfect addition to the Culmore
Bowl and Vase, the Heritage Pieces
introduced in 2013 and 2014. This
wonderful Pitcher will be only available
in 2015 and is an exclusive to Cashs.

The Tara Dish 'Cead Mile Failte' is
beautifully embossed with a Celtic design.
It is centered with the Irish greeting A Hundred
Thousand Welcomes". What better a gift for
the perfect hostess in your life, be that a fiend
or family member.
Handcrafted at Belleek, featuring the
iconic hand painted Shamrocks, the dish is 6"
in diameter and perfect for treats or pot pourri.

Happy Easter

The Celtic Vase takes its
inspiration from ancient design
and the delicate handcraft
of Irish lace making. The
combined themes found in both
styles adds to its distinctive
decorative appearance. This
exquisite vase has been
designed to hold a beautiful
display of flowers.
It has an exclusive trade stamp
with the personalized signature
of its designer - Majella
McManus. The mould for
this collectible vase will be
destroyed at year-end. This
vase is 4"W x 6"H.

Keeping Holy Water in the home for daily
blessings is a common practice for many
Christians, and a special font to hold the sacred
water is chosen with care. With our fondness
for our guardian angels, this lovely Belleek
Cherub Water Font is an ideal Holy Water font
to grace the wall of any home.
		

Easter Blessings to All.
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The day the railway came to Belleek
by

Fergus Cleary

On the thirteenth of June 1866 David Mc Birney was
seated in a carriage of a train on the newly opened “Enniskillen, Bundoran and Sligo Railway” carrying esteemed guests
on the inaugural journey from Bundoran Junction on the main
Enniskillen to Omagh railway line to the temporary terminus
at Bundoran in County Donegal on the Atlantic coast. In
the report of the event the Enniskillen “Impartial Reporter’s
correspondent remarked that
“The great number of visitors to the “Brighton of the
North” will be much increased by the fact that so ready
and so excellent a mode of conveyance has been provided
and the inhabitants of our town will be enabled at a very
small cost to see Bundoran often in the season.”
David McBirney must have been a happy man that day,
not particularly that the townsfolk of Enniskillen would get
to the seaside much quicker and more often, but that this
event was one more block in place in his plan to establish
Belleek Railway Station.
his Belleek Pottery firm of “David McBirney & Co” as a
significant player in the world of ceramic manufacturing. The railway would now link the pottery into a modern and fast
way of getting its product to the marketplace. The Impartial Reporter correspondent later in his article lists the names of
the distinguished guests travelling on the inaugural journey to Bundoran as the following:
"Right Hon. the Earl of Erne, James Johnston, Esq., David McBirney, Esq., R.G. Collis, Esq., John C. Bloomfield, Esq.,
John Collum, Esq., Rev. J. Tredennick, James Peebles, Esq., QC., L.L.D. J.H. Connell,Esq., Edward Atthill, Esq., Robt
Anderson, Esq., &c &c, Thomas Shaw, Esq., Manager, William Eykelhosch, Esq., Secretary and John Stokes, Esq.,
Engineer of the Irish North Western Railway Company were also present.
David McBirney’s family came from “Millmont”, Lurganboy near Castleblaney in Co Monaghan His father James
was a substantial farmer in the area and David was born in 1806. Little is known of David McBirney’s early life but he
and Robert Going Collis founded the drapery business in 1838 known as McBirney &Collis with premises on Arran
Quay in the centre of Dublin. In an article in “The Industries of Dublin. Historical, Statistical, Biographical. An account
of the leading business men. Commercial Interests. Wealth and Growth” London: Spencer Blackett. 1888-9. reports
that:
“It was in the year 1838 that the corner stone of this popular business house was laid by Mr. David McBirney and Mr.
Robert Going Collis, gentlemen whose names will be honourably associated with the establishment while it plays such
an important part in the commercial activity of Ireland's metropolis. From the very date of its inception the concern commanded an influential place in mercantile circles, and under the far-sighted judgment of the founders it soon became the
recognised emporium for the most desirable class of the purchasing public. Year by year the business developed and the
prosperity of the house increased. In 1860 Mr. Collis retired, and to meet the growing and extraordinary demands made
upon the resources of the concern it was thought advisable to float it into a limited company in 1873, and in this position
it remains up to the present. The impetus and encouragement given to the development of Ireland's only manufacture
worthy of the name by the establishment of this enterprising firm—so popularly well known at home and abroad as the
Hibernian House, pre-eminently distinguished, in fact unrivalled from its commencement and noted for its magnificent
selection and splendid stock of Irish linens—deserves the highest eulogium. In encouraging the manufacture of this most
important branch of Irish industry, and indeed promoting every other interest that might stimulate the arts and manufacture
of our country, the firm under review has always been first in the field with the sinews of war. It is no wonder therefore
that the house has gained a world-wide notoriety for the superiority of its Irish linen good”
He ultimately became a very successful and wealthy
businessman additionally investing in many of the new railway
companies who were extending the rail network in Ireland
from the 1840s onwards In 1857 David Mc Birney and Robert
Williams Armstrong took a lease on “Rose Isle” from John
Caldwell Bloomfield for 999 years at an annual rent of £50.
The firm began by milling feldspar for export to the pottery
industry in England and later in 1858 began constructing the
main pottery building, the one so familiar to us today. By
1863 they had completed the work, carried out trials on the
manufacturing processes and were ready to begin manufacturing
pottery.
Entering Belleek Station from Ballyshannon

One of the reasons Rose Isle beside Belleek village was chosen as a site for the pottery was its proximity to the river
Erne and the fact that Belleek served as an inland port for the transport of materials shipped into Ireland through the port

of Ballyshannon. This was due to the fact that between Belleek and Ballyshannon there was a series of waterfalls on the
Erne, thus all goods had to be carried overland to Belleek and loaded onto barges for transportation on the Erne system.
This system in turn linked into the wider Irish canal systems allowing goods and materials to be shipped to any part of
Ireland including the many ports on the east coast of Ireland but mainly those of Belfast and Dublin.
The movement of goods by water was relatively cheap but very slow and from the mid 19th Century onwards the new
railway technology was revolutionising the speed in which materials and people could be got to their destination. “Time
was money” then as much as now the person who could get their product to the customer quickly would ultimately be
more successful.
Plans to build a railway line linking into the wider railway system came to fruition with the passing of an act of
Parliament in 1862 authorising a railway to link the Londonderry & Enniskillen Railway line to the Midland & Great
Western line at Sligo. Many of the major landholders in the north-west Fermanagh area became shareholders including John Caldwell Bloomfield who committed to investing in 150 shares worth £1,500. The two major investors with
500 shares apiece were Thomas Conolly of Cliff House near Belleek. He was Member of Parliament for Donegal and
the major landholder in the south Donegal area. David McBirney as you might expect, was the other major investor in
the company. Thomas Conolly M.P. became the Chairman of the company with David McBirney becoming the ViceChairman. In addition, he along with H.M. D’Arcy Irvine of Castle Irvine near Irvinestown paid a bond of £24,000 to
the Crown as surety for the completion of the railway.
In a memoriam to the Royal Commission on
Railways published in 1867 H.M. D’Arcy Irvine remarked that “a great portion of the land was obtained
free- a large portion for payment in shares and the
remainder for a price not excessive”
The plan was that the company would build the line
but that the Irish North West Railway Company who
already operated the Enniskillen Dundalk line and
the Enniskillen to Londonderry line would provide
the rolling stock until such times as the company
could deposit a sum of £500.000 and in the meantime
provide the service on the line at a charge of two
shillings a mile.
Unfortunately this scheme to extend the line to
Sligo ran into major difficulties, the terrain beyond
Belleek Pottery railway siding.
Bundoran was very marshy and would involve major
cost in paving a route as well as building several bridges. The decision was made to delay this part of the project until
the investors could recoup some of the money already spent on the project. In a report from the (House of Commons)
Parliamentary Commissioners dated 31st July 1868 the financial state of the Enniskillen, Bundoran & Sligo Railway
Company is reported as having net revenues of £499 for the period from 15th June 1866. The position had not much
improved in the financial year of 1867 when the net revenues were £ 1,915. Both years no dividend was paid to the
shareholders.
In the meantime a rival plan to build a line from Enniskillen via Manorhamilton to Sligo got parliamentary approval
in 1875. The company was known as the Sligo, Leitrim & Northern Counties Railway and the line reached Sligo in
1882. In a supreme piece of irony their company seal depicted two locomotives with one derailed! The Enniskillen,
Bundoran & Sligo Railway Company accepted defeat and in 1878 another parliamentary act allowed the company to
abandon their plan to continue the line to Sligo. Deprived of the lucrative west of Ireland cattle and emigrant trade and
the route remained mainly a tourist line bringing holidaymakers to the Bundoran resort.
Belleek Pottery made extensive use of the line bringing in Coal to fire the kilns and later bringing in Feldspar and China
clay as the local resources of materials ran out. A siding from close by Belleek railway station ran towards the back of
the Pottery. Coal was offloaded beside the bottleneck kilns and the siding ended in the main central gateway of the maim
pottery building (now the foyer of the Visitor Centre) where rail wagons were packed with wooden barrels of finished
Earthenware and Parian ware for export worldwide.
In the years following, Belleek established a worldwide reputation for its excellence porcelain, winning further
awards at Melbourne in 1880 and Adelaide in 1887. They first exhibited at Philadelphia in 1876; though not winning
any awards, began a lucrative export trade to the United States which continues to the present time.
David McBirney died at Barnhill, Dalkey, Co Dublin on the 21st October 1882 aged seventy six years old. He was
a widower with no family and he left all his property including Belleek Pottery to his brother William McBirney of
Charleston, South Carolina. William McBirney sold the Pottery soon after the death of Robert Williams Armstrong in
1884 thus ending the era of the first Belleek Company.
The Enniskillen, Bundoran & Sligo Railway Company continued operating until 1896 when it was amalgamated
into the “Great Northern Railway Company” In 1957 the Northern Ireland government decided to no longer subsidise
the G.N.R. and the company was wound up, closing most of the railways in the North-western part of Ireland including
those in the Irish republic either linking into or part of the G.N.R network.

QVC- Celebrates St. Patrick's Day 2015
On March 17th, QVC will celebrate all things Irish with a show
on the finest of Irish products. Belleek Parian China will once again
be featured. We often develop special pieces that are exclusive to
QVC, and some are included here in this sneak preview.
Please be sure to follow us on QVC. If you are unable to do so
on the day, then these items will be available for purchase on the
QVC web site. www.qvc.com
Baskets made from
individual strands of porcelain
clay, put together by the skill
and craft of the Belleek basketmaker, tells us a story of the
beauty and exquisiteness of
their design.
Pictured at right is John
Dougan, Master Basket Maker
at Belleek Pottery, checking on
his work on another basket.

Bell Shaped Blubell Basket

This basket is a very special piece. It's Bell shaped base is a completely new shape never used before by Belleek.
The shape was developed to compliment the idea of a Bluebell, there are many bluebells on this basket and in addition
to those lovely wildflowers are Wild Roses, Daisies and herbs. In between the blooms can be found a lady bird and if
one looks closely there is also a lucky four leafed clover.

Tower Centerpiece Second
Edition (Archival)

The Tower Centrepiece dates back to the latter
part of the 19th Century. Its design is based on
the famous Belleek trademark.
Its re-discovery occurred in the early 1980s
when a second mark piece was brought into
the Pottery. Head modeler Hugh Gallagher
subsequently was able to find all the mould parts
and reassemble the piece.
This Tower Centerpiece has been uniquely
decorated for this new edition.

Tower Centerpiece - Front

Tower Centerpiece
- Back
Special Backstamp

The differences between 1st Edition 2012 and
new 2nd Edition 2015
•Green lucky shamrock on back
•Ivy on tower decorated with additional shading.
•More Gold highlights on harp and cross.
•2nd Edition stamp with designers Fred Slater’s
signature

Due to the nature of the hand crafted production of Belleek, some pieces can only be
offered as special editions due to the time consuming work required to make and decorate
each piece.
Pictured at left, one of our painters is adding the finishing touches to this beautiful
piece before it goes into the kiln for the final firing. He will mix his own colors for the ivy
and shamrocks, some of our painters like pales green hues, others prefer dark greens, many
use their own combinations. So unique is each piece that a painter can pick up an item in
a shop and recognise his or a fellow painters work. It takes several years of apprenticeship
to be a skilled painter, nothing or no one but the best for our world renowned parian china!
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Exploring the Flora and
Fauna of the islands of Lough
Erne, one of Belleek’s team
of designers was inspired by
finding on old tree stump on
one of the islands. There she
quickly sketched down an idea
for a Belleek vase which would
be surrounded with flowers and
plants.

Childs Toy Tea Set

Flowers such as thistles,
buttercups , cornflowers, wild
Irish roses daisies and the
prevalent ivy.
This simple and elegant
vase also sports a dragonfly,
ladybird and a butterfly. All
are beautifully hand painted
by our Belleek artisans. This
vase stands 8' tall and is 4' in
diameter.
The Woodland Vase is also
part of the unique pieces for
sale on QVC, March 17th.

Woodland Vase
This very rare example of a Belleek Toy Tea set, is described and pictured in
Tony Fox and Bev Marvell's 2013 book Belleek Black Mark Tea Ware.
The authors explain; "We have seen only one example of a child's tea set. It
compromises a teapot, cream, sugar and four teacups and saucers presented in a
purpose made cardboard box which supports the proposition that it was produced
as a child's toy. All items have a plain simple shape, the teacups have solid handles,
and there is no decoration. It has an ivory glaze and a very small Belleek/Ireland

The label in
the box (photo
above) reads
Manfactured by
Belleek Pottery
Ltd.

As the Pottery only became Belleek Pottery Limited in April 1920, this dates the
childs toy tea set to post 1920s.
The picture (opposite on
the left) of the bottom of the
teapot, shows a tiny Belleek/
Ireland late Second Mark,

The picture (opposite on
the right) of the unboxed set,
shows the very simple shapes
- these items are tiny!
Our thanks to Tony and Bev for sharing their expertise.
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Looks Like Belleek?

The Belleek Pottery Museum.

If you ever have the chance while in Ireland, we invite you to
come and visit the Belleek Pottery in Co. Fermanagh. After a fabulous
Pottery tour by one of our knowledgeable staff, a visit to the shop
and of course a cup of tea or coffee - which does taste better in a
Belleek cup, we highly recommend you leave some time for a visit
to the Belleek Pottery Museum. In particular, the large collection of
Sanitary Ware is really interesting.
From the beginning Belleek produced a wide range of domestic
and toiletry wares. Pictured below, these ranged from expensive
decorated ewers such as the Etruscan Ewer, shown below right, to
the simply decorated Ribbon basin, shown in front.
As well, Belleek offered a range of needs for
everyday use; hospitals
and asylums were supplied with items such as
bedpans, feeding cups
and slop pans. Creameries and milking parlours
could obtain milk pans
and bowls. Kitchens
with pudding bowls,
baking dishes and jelly
cans.

I found this porcelain milk jug in a brand name
discount store here in the US. What made me notice
it was the design. Does it look familiar? Its not as
fine as Belleek and a much heavier ceramic type.
The Echinus pattern really is timeless, but I
prefer the original one that Belleek introduced 150
+ years ago..I wonder if there are other pieces to
this set?
Please keep an eye out for look a likes and send
us a photograph. I guess its the sincerest form of
flattery.

Earthenware was the
mainstay of the Pottery’s
early years. On a roll of
employees in 1897, of
one hundred and twenty
five, forty-four were potters (earthenware), eight
Parian makers and ten
basket and flower makers.
Production of heavy sanitary ware began in the early 1870’s.
The wealthy were fitting “water closets” into their homes and for a
number of years this proved to be a very lucrative market.
R. W. Armstrong patented many of the Belleek sanitary ware designs
and the design patent of the washbasin shown here was registered
on the 28th July 1878.
By the 1890’s the manufacture of heavy sanitary ware ceased
due to technical difficulties and the cost of manufacturing.

Happy Mothers Day!

This lovely gift box with four
Forget-me-Nots flowers on its lid
is exclusive to Cash’s Mail Order
in 2015.

Irish” to you for this Mothers
Day.
A beautiful keepsake piece
from Belleek, this darling
keepsake box adds charm to table
or dresser. A perfect hideaway for
jewelry or trinkets. Fill it with
a special surprise and show the
special someone in your life how
much you care!

The flowers are hand made
by the flower-makers of Belleek
Pottery continuing the timeless
skills of flower making that has
been handed down through the
generations since William Henshall
brought the craft to Belleek in the
1860s.
Additionally inside the gift box
is a hand painted lucky shamrock
which will bring the “Luck of the

A wonderful way to tell a
Mother how much she means to
you.
Forget- me- Not Mothers Day Box

www.cashs.com
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